53447. The Old Salt Mine Eco-trail.   (Composed by Gerhard du Plessis)

This information courtesy from http://www.hentiesbay.com/4x4Route_files/4x4route.htm 

The offices of Henties Baai Tourist Information is located at S22.11714 E14.28384  

	OLD SALT MINE ROUTE


	An old salt mine southeast of Henties Bay arouses the curiosity of many residents and tourists who have heard of its existence and would like to visit there. 
Judging by the implements left scattered around the man-made salt pans such as a kind of boiler, a grader, a truck loaded with bags of salt, wheelbarrows etc., it seems that the owner probably abandoned the mine, bankrupt - a history that has repeated itself in the Namib Desert and Skeleton Coast since the times of the early settlers.
The man made salt pans are still clearly visible - be sure to drive around them as they are very porous and vehicles will surely get stuck.
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	Another curious sight is a heap of whalebones next to the mining area - probably dragged all the way from the beach to use the blubber, which might suggest the reason for the boiler. 

A short distance north-east of the whalebones is a small hill where quartz crystals can be found.
	[image: image6.jpg]




	Another interesting phenomenon in the desert is the so-called “driekanter” (three corners) or ventifacts, triangular stones shaped something like a Brazil nut, indicating the direction of the prevailing wind. This stone pointed east, indicating that the western wind is the prevailing wind.
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	Further south along the route granite boulders are an intersting feature.
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